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1 
My invention relates generally fo fishing tackle 
and more particularly fo a tool or fixture which 
facilitates tying a leader onto a small fish hook. 
Stream hooks of a size fo be baited with salmon 
eggs or the like, are extremely difficult fo attach ,5 
fo a leader because of the limited working space 
and the necessity for tying a small, firm knot. 
Furthermore, if is desirabIe to make the knot as 
inconspicuous as possible fo avoid detection by 
wary game fish. If is common practice in the art 10 
fo secure the leader fo the hook by a knot which 
lies below the eye of the hook andis bent around 
the shank thereof. Thus, when the hook is prop- 
erly baited, only the leader extends from the bait 
and is generally undetectable. 15 
Prior practice has been fo hand rie-the hooks 
by working the leader into a propër knot around 
the body of the hook. The task is tedious, time- 
consuming and requires a skillel touch. In an 
effort to reduce the amount of skilled labor in- 20 
volved, commercially tied leaders asually employ 
some type of slip or false knot. Such knots re- 
quire the free end of the leader to be bound fo 
the standing part in order fo avoid slippage. A 
lacquer or cernent is used fo bind the leader end, 25 
and offert this material fiakes off under use, and 
the hook is lost ai the crucial moment when the 
fish strikes. 
Accordingly, if is a major object of my inven- 
tion fo provide a hook tying fixture which greatly 30 
facilitates attaching a leader fo a fish hook in a 
firm knot. 
If is also an object of my invention fo pr0vide 
a fixture which reduces the rime necessary to 
rie the knot and insures a perfect knot. 35 
Another object of my invention is fo provide 
a safe and fool-proof fixture which holds the 
hook firmly and allows the knot fo be tied without 
injury to the user or damage to the hook. 
If is a ïurther object of my invention to pro- 40 
vide a portable fixture which may be utilized fo 
rie different types of knots and will be advan- 
tageous in tying fishing fiies. 
Still another object of my invention is fo pro- 
vide a simple and sturdy fixture which may be 45 
economically maunfactured and soldat a nominal 
cost. 
These and other objects and advantages of 
my invention will become apparent ïrom the fol- 
lowing detailed description of a preferred ïorm 50 
thereof, and from an inspection of the accom- 
panying drawings, in Which: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred form 
.of my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevati_on partially in section 55 
of _h.e fixture; 
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Fig. 3 is a section taken along the line 3--3 of 
Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a perspective detail of a leader and 
hook, with a knot set around the hook shank 
fo secure the leader thereon; 
Fig. 5 is a partial elevation showing the hook 
held in the fixture with a leader passed through 
the hook eye and fixture fo position a standing 
portion of the leader parallel to the hook shank; 
Fig. 6 is a partial elevation of the fixture and 
hook showing the leader coiled around the fixture 
and hook shank and passed through the gripper 
eye; 
Fig. 7 is a partial elevation showing the fixture 
with the hook moved forwardly fo pull the gripper 
eye rearwardly through the leader cofls; 
Fig. 8 is a partial elevation showing the hook 
and with the leader end pulled free of the knot; 
and 
Fig. 9 is a partial elevation showing the knot 
tightened and slipped up against the hook eye. 
In illustrating and describing a preferred 
embodiment of my invention, I have shown the 
steps of a tying operation necessary fo complete 
a widely used knot known as a "Monkey knot." 
It is to be understood, however, that the tying of 
this knot is by way of illustration only, and that 
the fixture may be used in tying many different 
types of knots. 
leferring now fo the drawings, and particular- 
ly fo Fig. 1 thereof, a preferred ïorm of fixture is 
designated by the numeral |0. A cylindrical 
handle || forms the body of the device and car- 
ries a pair of ïorwardly extending grippers or 
spring blades |2 and |3. The free ends of the 
blades |2 and |3 provide resilient jaws which are 
adapted fo hold a fish hook therebetween so that 
the hook lies in a plane parallel to the adjacent 
faces of the blades. Locking means, such as a 
collar 4, slidably mounted on the blades |2 and 
|3 may be moved into position locking the blades 
against spreading. 
As is best seen in Figs. 2 and 3, the blades |2 
and |3 are relatively rhin spring leaves mounted 
side by side within a socket | 6 ïormed in the for- 
ward end of the handle ||. The locking collar 
|4 has a rectangular axial slot |6 which fits slid- 
ab]y over the blades | 2 and | 3 fo allow movement 
of the ,collar therealong. After a hook is inserted 
between the end portions of the blades |2 and |3, 
the locking collar |4 is pushed f0rwardly to grip 
the sides of the blades. In order that the ]ocMng 
collar |4 may firmly clamp the blades |2 and |3, 
the forward portion of the blade 3 is bent away 
from the plane of the blade |2 and angled in- 
wardly fo form a triangular resilient detent !j[, 
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as is best seen in Fig. 3. As the collar  4 is moved 
forwardly, the side walls of the slot  6 flatten the 
detent 7 invardly and lock in firm frictional 
engagement around the blades 2 and 3, holding 
them against spreading, and af the saine rime 5 
preventing the collar 4 from slipping rear- 
wardly. 
To forma guide, or.holding mears for. the end 
portion of the: leader transversety» a.ligned- 
notches 16 are cut into the bottom of the blades l0 
2 and 3 af a position spaced rearwardly from 
the tips of the blades. A forwardly projecting 
flnger |9 is mounted in the collar 4 ard:isdap  
ed to slide over the open edges of the n_o_tches |8 
as is shown in the phantom outline  of:Fig: 2.: 15  
After the flnger 9 has been move-f0rardly, 
leader or strand passing through the notch 6 is 
thus prevented from dovnward movement:. The 
lïnger |9 is preferably fomed as a spring clip 
mounted :within- the slot: ! 6. beto,w.: the blades'  2:20 
and '3 so as fo bear resiliently upwardly. Bo,tl 
ends: of: the, finger ! 9 : are: flared  lateral!V adjar 
cent the endwalls o$ztlze. collar: 4i t0 10.clé the: 
finger in proper positionwithia, the,collar - 
iVear-tlïe tip othe-blade 2: is:.an eye, 2] 25 
which, is spaced, forwardl.y from the.-notches  
and. is. adapted  to. receive the:, terminal end. o_ 
the leader as.will later:bedescribed. The blade  
! 3 is made slightly: sherter: than. te:bade..  
and has .a .tip.or- terminal end:por, tion.21 which. 30 
just covers, the,.eye:26 and.'bears resiliently iïe 
Wardly against a rounded tip 22 formed on the 
blade -. Thus». a: leader passedth:rough the 
eye -fl - may.. be held,.: aginst slfcting- movement : 
by the friction.al engagemen.t, beween .the tips 
2 ! -and .2-. 
In order to completel.y: understand « the: func.-, 
tion of my. invention, if is best described in con- 
junction with,-ty_ing or.knottng..of.:a,.leader, onto, 
a flsh hook.- An, dl, lustration of--:a,,,desirable:lmot: 40 
for attaching,a.-hook:-25.to-a'conventional line 
or leader-- 26 iS-..seen, in.. Fig 4, The hook.. 
hah a s.hank.--o- stem, 27'. formed with, a,, closed 
eye .28--af one-end thereof: The,other-.end of:the 
shank 27-is-angted- ouwadty, and.recurved : to 
ïorm a -.brbed- flúke:2 9 which, engages.the- flsh., 
in a- conventienal, maxme: The leader - 26:-- 
tied açound the shank 27 in the aforemenoned. 
"Monke:-,kn, ot" ald:- extends- upardly through, 
the eye 2'to be-sècuredte«the desied fishoEng 50 
tacMe: As,,can., be- seen;- the--kno is. tied,:com 
pletely upon- the-shank»2/and-that portion 
the leaderïwhich-.extendsçbeyond..the eye,26: is- 
a single_srandz and-isïtherefore.generallY unde- 
tectable-by the.fish: 55 
In Fig: 5 the hook:2: is-.sh0wn, held-!n .posi- 
tion between the grippe bPades:  2  and ' ! 3  fo,- 
commence the_ tying operation: Tlle shank -7 
is held.parallel :to and..sighf01y/,below ,the blades- 
! 2 and ! $ with the .hook. eye  28 . projecting :for-  60 
wardly, and thebarbed fluk_e 29.spaced,'rear -, 
wardly from the. blade tip. 2 t and « 22, an,d: a  
shor_t, distance ferwrdly/-from- the.:notches, 
The free end 'of "_theleader: 26 is-pÇssed  rear- 
wardl  through_ the hook- eye: 28' and  thon_-:65 
through..the.noch 6:to provide :a--work_ing end  
which extenda upy¢ardly« A sh0rt-secion_:of the 
leader 26-indicatd aS. $0 thus extends.between., 
the notch 16' and.,,the hook-.eye28 toform , 
staning.P0rti0n. which  is/generally .paralel,: to- 70 
the shank', 27. TI_ e ' locking /colïar'  4 ° is- moved- 
forwardly, fo- comp,res, sthe: blades- 2  and  
flrmly on thehook:2;.and thefinger - t 9'covers  
the notch,- !6.= an__d--hold_S-,therleader- 26 flrrrrly- 
therein: 75 
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The next stop in the operation is to bond the 
leader 26 into coils or bights 3! around the 
shank of the hook 2 as is shown in Fig. 6. 
This may be done by rotating the hand!e | 
counterclockwise, and holding the end of the 
leader 2 forwardly so that the bights are clear 
of the barbed fluke 29 and pass over the tops 
of the blades 2 and I. The bottom of the 
bights-.. $i encircle:: the sta-n¢lingi section $9 as 
well as the shank 27 fo f0rm closedloops which 
ar_e coiled forwardly in a generally helical 
shpe. After three or more bights 3! have been 
ta-ken;, the-:en.&zof the leader 26 is pushed in- 
wardlF through the outside of the blade eye  
anal., is- pased forwardly. This is easily done, 
si.rce.-the._hok,, 2 has previously wedged the 
blades |2 and |3 open so that there is a slight 
spacebetv-een the blade ends '| and 22 through 
which the leader 26 may be passed. 
 T:cemplete.he.k.not,.it,is necessary:to.pull the 
freeenc of-»the;leade.:26, through -the bights .3 t. 
The :le.ckin.g: cotlar *is::myed rerwardlF as: 
seen-in:.F.ig;  ,fo .llov.speading, o thebtads-/2 
and. I  so.,that,th hook-. 25,.may. be pulled. ïm'- 
wardly.- The-.finger9ncovershe, edges of.the 
nothes  6, so -as«,to free, the, rerward bight 3  
ïo, foçward..rno:ement, As::,the :hook. 2  i moved 
out from between.:the btades:, 2..and  3, the por- 
tion-  Of the.leade, 26 :passi-ng through .the- eye -} 
is clamped,- frictionll-y,: between the btade- tips 
2! and 22 which)sioring..togehe r. As-the'.hook 
continues: t,.raove:- ferwardl,y;: the blades - ! -, and. 
  :are pulled .through ,the--bights-:3 te pass-the 
leader  rearws, rdly i-a inenal,10op 3 As- 
the. loo1 . is- extendect, the,: bights, 3 ! are .par- 
tiall,y: tightened.,anc :ad,justed with the 'flngers to 
coil .neat!y:.arou:nd :the': sha.nk 27: 
The OEree«:end  of: thon, leader 2G.is then. pulled, 
rearwardly:ou"o'the,,bights3!, .as is-seen in Fig. 
8. A.fter-this,-is,.done thestauding, portion 38. is, 
pulled «femvardly? though,-,the, hook: eye-: 23-, so .as. 
fo slip..-the.,knot up: flrmly, against the,hook, eye 
and tigh,ten--the=bigts- [, The free: end .of: the 
leader 26 i,is,then clipped ,.oiï.. adjacent-the-, rear- 
ward.big_ht $,, an&. the,leader and, ïhook 2  are., 
flrmty secured.: As tension: is placed on the , 
leader, the bights $ ! tighten around the standing 
por.torr 6-. an_d: pçevent, the.-knot, from» slipping. 
throlg,h:-._-th:e.:eye,-26: Thecorripleted -knot flrmly 
secur, es:the.!leade fo,. the -hook,. and..is unfformly 
tied by the use of my flxture. It can be appre- 
ciate-,that-the tep-in tying:;the,knot- are greatty: 
simllifi.eoE:bythe,--use of.-my/,fixture, and that.this 
is particularly.:tr:u«wheïworking:-,vith: very fine 
leads:and:small,.hoks:..- 
Altho _ugh::I haee.scribed theoperation of. my 
inv_enïon,/in:conurctoEon ihïthe tying of a-par-. 
ticular knot,! wiShçit:to.beç»understood, that .the 
fixtue may,be;uçlized.in man.simflar..operations, 
and., isnat .fbe,,»lirnited-:by he «aforementioned 
descripti«m.. Likewise, man.y -chages .of- design,_ 
and construction wfll be :a-pparent .to.fhose :sMlled. 
in thert, 'and:I :do: hot wish fo ,be:limited-to. the 
structure.: detailëd«herein$-_ except.ï as :defined- in 
the appended, clairns:: 
I claim: 
1/A:, hook ty.ing.: fixture - comprising.: handle 
means ;, and. a.gripper-means extending.forwardlY 
frorn, said: h'andlë means and. ,adapted .tohold a  
hook-.therein,, said. grippe.means - having guide  
notches spaced rerwrdty, fZem-the free end 
thereof, aàptèd ': te guide. an .end Portion of a. 
leader, whereby, a standing p_art of-said "leader- 
may.be hetd in position while said]eader:isbent. 
around said shank and said gripper "means - in  
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cofled bights, said gripper means also having 
means spaced forwardiv of said notches to receive 
the end of said leader for passing said end 
through said bights upon forward removal of 
said hook from said fixture. 
2. A hook tying fixture comprising: handle 
means; gripper means extending forwardly from 
said handle means and adapted fo hold a hook 
therein, said gripper means having guide notches 
spaced rearwardly from the free end thereof 
adapted fo hold an end portion of a leader; and 
means associated with said gripper means to 
close the open side of said notches,-whereby a 
standing portion of said leader may be held in 
selected alignment while said leader is bent 
around said shank and said gripper means in 
coiled bights, sai gripper means also having 
means spaced forwardly of said notches to receive 
the end of said leader for passing said end 
through said bights upon forward removal of 
said hook from said fixture. 
3. A hook tying fixture comprising: handle 
means; gripper means extending forwardly from 
said handle means and adapted to engage a hook 
placed therein; and locking means mounted on 
said gripper means for locking said gripper means 
in clamping engagement with said hook, said 
gripper means having guide notches spaced rear- 
wardly from the free end thereof adapted to hold 
an end portion of a leader, whereby a standing 
portion of said leader may be held in position 
while said leader is bent around said shank and 
said gripper means in coiled bights, said gripper 
means also having eye means spaced forwardly 
of said notches to receive the end of said leader 
for passing said leader through said bights upon 
forward removal of said hook from said fixture. 
4. A hook tying fixture comprising: handle 
means; gripper means extending forwardly from 
said handle means and including jaws for hold- 
ing a hook placed therebetween with the shank 
oï said hook extending generally parallel to said 
jaws; locking means mounted on said gripper 
means for locking said jaws against spreading, 
said gripper means having aligned guide notches 
spaced rearward,ly from the.free ends of said jaws 
and adapted to hold an end portion of a leader; 
and means associated with said gripper means fo 
close the open side of said notches whereby a 
standing portion of said leader may be held gen- 
eraily parallel to said shank while said leader is 
bent around said, standing portion, shank and 
gripper jaws in coiled bights, said gripper jaws 
having eye means spaced forwardly of said 
notches to receive the end of said leader for pass- 
ing said end through said bights upon forward 
removal of said hook from said xture. 
5. A hook tying fixture comprising: handle 
means; a pair of elongated gripper blades ex- 
tending forwardly from said handle means, said 
blades being separable to hold a hook therebe- 
tween with the shank of said hook extending 
generally parallel to said blades; locking means 
slidably mounted on said blades for locking said 
blades against spreading, said blades having 
aligned guide notches spaced rearwardly from the 
free ends of said blades and adapted to hold an 
end portion of a leader; and slidable means asso- 
ciated with said blades and movable to a posi- 
tion closing the open side of said notches whereby 
a standing portion of said leader may be held 
generally parallel to said shank while said leader 
is bent around said standing portion, shank and 
gripper blades in coiled blghts. 
6. A hook tying fixture comprising: handle 
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means; and a pair of elongated substantially par- 
allel gripper blades extending outwardly ïrom 
said handle means, said blades being resiliently 
separable fo hold a hook therebetween with the 
5 shank of said hook extending generally parallel 
fo said blades whereby an end portion of a leader 
may be bent around said shank and said gripper 
blades in coiled bights, one of said gripper blades 
having an eye in the outer end portion thereof 
]0 to receive the end of said leader for passing said 
end through said bights upon forward removal 
of said hook from said fixture, and the other of 
said gripper blades having an outer end portion 
covering said eye and resiliently urged toward said 
15 one of said blades for clamping said leader be- 
tween said blades uçon the removal of said hook 
thereby to prevent said leader from moving 
through said eye. 
7. A hook tying fixture comprising: a  handle 
2O member; a pair of elongated gripper blades ex- 
tending forwardly from said handle member, said 
blades being separable fo hold a hook therebe- 
tween with the shank of said hook extending gen- 
erally parallel fo said blades; a locking collar 
25 slidably mounted, on said blades and movable to 
a forward position locking said blades against 
spreading, said gripper blades having aligned 
guide notches spaced rearwardly from the free 
end of said blades and adapted to hold an end 
30 portion of a leader; and, a member projecting 
from said locking collar and adapted to close the 
open side of said notches upon forward position- 
ing of said collar, whereby a standing portion 
of said leader may be held generally parallel to 
5 said shank while said leader is bent around said 
standing portion, shank and blades in coiled 
bights, and one of said gripper blades having an 
eye spaced forwardly of said notches to receive 
the end of said leader for passing said end 
o through said bights upon forward removal of said 
hook from said fixture. 
8. A hook tying fixture comprising: a handle 
member; a pair of elongated gripper blades ex- 
tending forwardly from said handle member, said 
45 blades being separable fo hold a hook therebe- 
tween with the shank of said hook extending gen- 
erally parallel fo said blades; a locking collar 
slidably mounted on said blades and movable fo 
a forward position locking said blades against 
5(} spreading, said gripper blades having aligned 
guide notches spaced rearwardly from the free 
end of said blades and adapted fo hold an end 
portion of a leader; a member projecting from 
said locking collar and adapted to close the open 
5 side of said notches upon forward posltioning of 
said collar, whereby a standing portion of said 
leader may be held generaily parallel fo said 
shank while said leader is bent around said 
standing portion, shank an4. blades in coiled 
C0 bights, one of said gripper blades having an eye 
spaced forwardly of said notches to receive the 
end of said leader for passing said end through 
said bights upon forward removal of said hook 
from said fixture, and the other of said gripper 
c5 blades having a terminal end covering said eye 
and urged resiliently inward to clamp sald leader 
nonslidably upon the removal of said hook. 
9. A hook tying fixture comprising: a cylin- 
drical handle; a pair of resilient elongated blades 
7O fixed in said handle and extending forwardly in 
side-by-side relationship, said blades being sepa- 
table to grasp a hook therebetween with the 
shank of said hook extending generally parallel 
to said blades, one of said blades having a detent 
75 portion spaced away from the plane of the other 
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blade; a.locking collar slidbl mounteoE-on said 
blades and. movable- t0  a forward 15osition over 
said blade  detentwherebF  t) compress said bladës 
firmly on sid..hook; said gripper blades having 
aligneff guide:- lxOtches in the bottom thereof 
spaced: réarwardly from the-îree ends of said 
blades, and adapted to hold an-end portion of 
a leader; and a  sPring clip secured il/said locking 
collar below"satd'blades and having a forwardly 
extending finger bearing against the bottom 
edges of saidblades an'd adapted fo-close the  
open sides of; said notcties upon forward posi- 
tioning of Said' colIar; wherebya standing por- 
tion of'saïd ]eader-may be held generally paral- 
lel fo said/shanl whilesaid leader-is bent around 
said standing portion, slank and blades in coiled 
bights, one of said gripper blades having an eye 
spaced forwardly of said notches to receive the 
end of:said leader-for passing said-end ttirough 
said bightsupon forward removal of said hook 
from saidfixture, ' and th¢ otherof said gripper 
blades havinia, terminal endcovëring saideye 
and urgdresiliently inward to clamp said leader 
]ionslidably 'upon .the removal of said boom 
10. Ahoolçtying'fiXtre comprising: ahandl; 
and a pa.ir  of el6ngatel - ubstantially parallël 
gripper blälë" f6rm:d as relatively rhin spring 
leaves having oneendportion held non-rotatabl 
within said handlê'-and tl4e remaining portion 
extending forwardly therefrom, said blades b.eing 
resiliently separaïole t0 hold a hook therebetween 
vith the shánk-of said hook extending generally 
parallel tothe-longitudinal axis of said b]ades 
and withthe  fluke*end ofsaid hook projcting 
outwardly frombetween said lades whereby an 
end portion of aleader-may e bent around said 
gripper,blades and .said shank in coited bights, 
one of saidblades haging an eye in the terminal 
end therëof fo-receive-the end of-said leader for 
passingsaidend through saïd bights upon for- 
ward removal of said hook from saidfixture; and 
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the other of-sid'bla-des having atermioEal end 
coveringsaideye:an'd  ured resiliently inward to 
clmp ssJid lea-der non-slidably upon thé removal 
of said hook' vïhereby said ights are tightened 
5 about said shank, the standing portion of said 
leader, and the leader end passing therethrough 
to form a knot .tighténing upon itself [mder. ten- 
sioh on said leader; 
ll. Ahook"tying fixture- comprisin: a çair of 
10 elongated substantially parallel gripper tlades 
îormled as-relatively-thin spring leaveshaving one 
end portion held t0gether and the remaining por- 
tion extending forwrdiy therefrom, said blades 
being, resfliefltly separabl.e to hold-a hook there- 
15 betweën witt]thê shank of said hook extending 
generally parallel to tle longitudinal axis of said 
bladës.and: With 'th.e fluke end of said hook pro 
jecting, outwardly  ri-oto between said blades 
wherebyan end.portion of a leader may be bent- 
0 aroundsaid gripper-bladesand said shank in 
coiled bights, one of said blades h'aving an eye in 
the terminaïend thereof toreceive the end of 
saidleadëï for- passin2  said end throughsaid 
bigtts upon-forwaTd-removal of said hook from 
25 said.fixture, and theothér of said blades having 
a terminal 'el/d covering said eye and urged re- 
siliently inwardto clamp said leader non-slidably 
upon the removal of saidhook; and-a member 
slida,bly m'ounted on said olades and movable for- 
'30 wardlç-to the teminal ends therebf. 
BRUNO .. FULV!O. 
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